




Antalya
It is the most recently established city of Pamphylia. In 190 BC, the Romans won the Battle of Magnesia
(Hellenistic Seleucid Kingdom and Rome). The Roman commander Manlius Vulso and the King of Pergamon
Eumenes II came to the region at that time to discuss the terms of surrender of the cities, even though
Eumenes’ brother Attalos, who would later become king, was also in the region. The main aim of the victors was
to occupy the most prized Mediterranean port city of Side. This did not come to pass. When Attalos II became
king in 159 BC, he decided to establish a new port city to take the place of Side. The present location of Antalya
was chosen for its abundant water sources and because its harbour was shielded from winds and did not silt up.
The city was named Attaleia after its founder. The port city of Attaleia was soon enclosed by city walls and
started to develop rapidly. All of the buildings built immediately after its establishment lie within the city walls.
Later the city grew beyond the city walls and many authentic buildings dating to the Roman, Byzantine, Seljuk
and Ottoman periods still exist and are in regular use. The Antalya Archaeological Museum is an exceptional
place, where artefacts starting from the cave period and covering all civilisations are displayed in the indoor and
outdoor venues of the building.



Pamphylia
The alluvial plain that stretches
more than 100 km along and 40 km
inside the eastern shores of the
Gulf of Antalya was known as
Pamphylia in ancient times. The
Taurus Mountains rise to the north
of the plain. This area was always
known as place of migration, hence
the name Pamphylia, “The place of
mingled tribes and races.” In
historical times the Gulf of Antalya
was also known as the Gulf of
Pamphylia. For this reason, even
though it is situated to the west of
the Gulf at the peninsula known as
Lycia, some regard Phaselis as a
Pamphylian city. At the eastern
edge of Pamphylia lies Alanya
(Korakesion) and to the West lies
Antalya (Attaleia).



Perge
Perge, the nearest of the Pamphylian cities to Antalya. It had access to the sea through the Kestros
River (Aksu) and was a major centre of the cult of Artemis, one of the most widely venerated of the
Ancient Greek deities. When St. Paul and his companions first embarked on their missionary
journey the Bible states: “From Paphos, Paul and his companions sailed to Perge in Pamphylia...”
This verse demonstrates the crucial link of the city to the sea. The gate on the eastern side of the
city walls is known as the Port Gate because boats could reach the outskirts of the city from the
Kestros River. Perge was occupied by the Persians in the 6th century BC, while in the 4th century BC
it was invaded by the armies of Alexander the Great. The city later came under the rule of the
Romans and its ally Pergamon. Perge was the most affluent city in the region. And it is one of the
major archaeological sites of Anatolia. Perge has one of the largest ancient theatres of the region,
monumental city gates, imposing agora, baths, a colonnaded street, and impressive sarcophagi on
the western foot of the Acropolis hill...



Selge (Zerk)
This mountainous town on the northwest of
Side at the Eurymedon River (Köprüçay) is not
situated on one of the main roads; this kept
the city from experiencing any damage from
invasions. The inhabitants of Selge acted as
scouts for Alexander the Great on his
incursion to the region. However, Selge was
defeated by the forces of the Hellenistic
Seleucid Kingdom in the conflict with the
neighbouring town of Pednelissos (Kozan) in
the 3rd century BC. Two Roman bridges link
Selge to the port city of Side on the eastern
shore of the Eurymedon River. The ancient
road, built with extraordinarily large stone
blocks accompanies the modern highway.
Ruins show that the city was built on three
hills surrounded by a wall with many towers.
Among the places to visit is a theatre where
most of the seats were hewn into the rock.
Other sights of interest are the stadium,
agora, cisterns, the stoa and the necropolis.
Nowadays restaurants on both sides of the
river serve local dishes. The trout raised in
local fish farms delight visitors to this region.



Side
It was not only the most important harbour of Pamphylia in ancient times, but also of the entire
Mediterranean region. Side witnessed Alexander the Great, who entered the region in the 4th century
BC, and later, in 190 BC, the naval battle and defeat of the Carthaginian General Hannibal against the
navy of Rhodes, who were allied with the Romans. Established on a low peninsula, its magnificent
theatre, agora (market area), monumental fountain, and the remains of baths, parts of city walls and the
colonnaded street are still quite well preserved. Located at the south eastern end of the peninsula, the
Apollon Temple was partly restored. Today, this site hosts many significant cultural events. And of course
just 30 kilometers from the city of Side, parts of the huge aqueduct carrying water from the springs of
the Melas (Manavgat River) still remain. The symbol of the Side was the pomegranate and represented
the wealth of the city, which was known for its importance on the trade route. Today Side is the central
city of a well-planned touristic region. It has many hotels, shopping centres, entertainment and sports
facilities and a vibrant nightlife. Many artefacts found in the area are exhibited in the museum that was
converted from a Roman bath.



Aspendos was established on a plain at the western shore of one of the most important rivers of

Pamphylia - Eurymedon (Köprüçay). The Persian subjugation of Anatolia, which started in the 6th
century BC and lasted until the end of the 4th century BC, began to weaken towards the middle of the
5th century BC. While the Persians wanted to withdraw their fleets from the shores of Aspendos to the
mouth of the Eurymedon River a few kilometers away to regroup and stave off their decline, they were
attacked by the fleet of the Delian League of Athens led by the commander Cimon. What was to become
known as the Battle of Eurymedon proved to be a decisive defeat for the Persians. They would also lose
the land battle outside Aspendos where they had taken refuge. Alexander the Great proceeded to
Pamphylia through Lycia reaching Perge, whose loyalty he had already gained and later Aspendos.
According to some scholars, the etymology of the name ‘Aspendos’ is linked to the word ‘horse
breeding.’ According to sources, Alexander demanded as tribute from the city silver coins and horses.

Followed by the domination of Hellenistic
kingdoms, Aspendos and its surroundings came
under the rule of the Romans, Byzantines,
Seljuks and Ottomans...

The famous Aspendos Theatre, which is one of
the most visited historical sites in Anatolia, was
built by the local architect Zenon and is
considered to be one of the best preserved
theatres in the world. The theatre lies on the
eastern slope of the hill where the city was
established, is used for cultural events today as
it was in the past. The nearby shopping centres,
rafting activities on the River and other sporting
opportunities make Aspendos and surroundings
one of the most preferred places to visit.



Termessos is a Pisidian city; it always was a

part of the habitat and production area of the
Antalya region. The city was established 30 km to
the northwest of Antalya between two rock
formations and is famous for holding out against
the forces of Alexander the Great. The ruins of
Termessos are testimony to the affluence of the
city, and remain largely intact thanks to the
inaccessibility of its location. It is clear that the
city’s extraordinary wealth is largely based on the
revenue generated by the ancient road linking the
port cities of the gulf to Ephesus in Western
Anatolia. Traces of this road still exist, even if they
are limited to the valley north of the city, known
as the Strait of Yenice.
Termessos is also known for an event that rarely comes up in discussions of ancient history: “After Alexander’s
death, an unrelenting battle began between Alexander’s generals to get their own share of the empire. The
stepbrother of Alexander, Antigonos wanted to occupy Anatolia and started a war with the commander
Alketas. Alketas was defeated and subsequently fled to Termessos. Antigonos laid siege to the city. The elders
of the city asserted that Alketas should be surrendered to Antigonos, while the younger citizens opposed this
by saying that someone who has taken refuge cannot be turned over. The elders made a secret arrangement
with Antigonos and led the young people away from the city under false pretences. Deprived of the support of
the younger inhabitants of the city, Alketas committed suicide after which his body was turned over to
Antigonos.” Sources tell us that Antigonos left after mutilating the body of Alketas for days. The grave of the
unfortunate Alketas is among the most visited places of Termessos. Termessos is a veritable open air museum
with its city walls, agora, theatre, odeon, temples, cisterns, gymnasia and many remnants of sarcophagi. Today
it is one of the most popular sightseeing destinations not only in Antalya, but also in Anatolia that is visited by
tourists all over the world.



Alanya
The rocky and impregnable peninsula where Alanya is located was once the most famous pirate town in
the Eastern Mediterranean in antiquity. In the 2nd century BC, the pirate Tryphon established a fortress
on what was thought to be an unassailable rocky outcrop and made it into a base and shelter. The region
was finally freed from pirate control during the Roman period by the renowned commander Pompeius.
The castle originally built by Tryphon and expanded by other pirate rulers was demolished. After Roman
and Byzantine domination, Korakesion Castle was conquered by the Seljuks in 1221. From this date
onward, the castle was renamed Alâiye and used as the winter headquarters of the Seljuk sultans. Within
the same century Alâiye and the surrounding areas came under the control of the Beylik of Karaman.
In the 15th century the region was conquered by the Ottomans remaining under their rule and occupied
until the advent of the Turkish Republic. Alanya, due to its extensive variety of historical and natural
attractions, has become one of the main centres of tourism of the Anatolian coast and Mediterranean
region.

Alanya, due to its extensive variety of historical
and natural attractions, has become one of the
main centres of tourism of the Anatolian coast
and Mediterranean region.
The Alanya Castle, the ruins of ancient towns, its
museum hosting countless artefacts, natural
views, caves, pristine beaches and valleys and
rivers where restaurants are lined are only a few
of its attractions.
Artefacts found in the excavations of ancient
cities are prominently displayed in the Alanya
Museum and portray the fascinating history of
the region.


